
Emily Blanks Summary 

Voted to increase property taxes.  (Source:  Bonner Springs City Council, September 
8, 2025) 

Endorsed by the KNEA and AFL-CIO  (Source:  www.emilyforkansas.com) 

-Higher Property Taxes in opposing a lid (Source:  AFL-CIO Endorsement) 

MESSAGING:  Stands shoulder to shoulder with partisan politicians and extreme 
special interest groups who have pledged to block property tax cuts. 
 
Source:  https://ksaflcio.org/news/2026-ksleg-recap-week2 

-Higher Income and Sales Taxes, including eliminating the state tax on social security 
and groceries.  (Source:  KNEA Endorsement) 

-Support Medicare for All which would end private insurance and end Medicare as we 
know it.  (Source:  AFL-CIO Endorsement) 

MESSAGING:  Abolishes private health insurance, even your employer-sponsored 
plan. $9,000 in new taxes for the average family. $32 trillion in new spending for a 
government-run healthcare system. 
 
Source:  AFL-CIO Supports Medicare for all https://aflcio.org/resolutions/resolution10; Kansas.com, 9/23/2019; 
NYTimes.com, 3/23/2019; Time Magazine, 7/30/2018. 

Defended Colin Kaepernick using the F-word. 

 

http://www.emilyforkansas.com/


 
 

 
 



Emily Blanks Resume 

 



 



 

(Source:  Emily Blanks LinkedIn Account) 

City Council 

On September 8, 2026, Emily Blanks made a motion and then voted to 
increase the mill levy rate to 38.993. 

 
(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, September 8, 2026) 

This tax hike increased the Bonner Springs Mill Levy by 1 mill, as it hiked it 
from 37.993 to 38.993. 



 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Agenda Packet, September 8, 2026) 



 

In 2025, Emily Blanks voted to raise property taxes by voting to exceed the 
Revenue Neutral rate. 

 
(Source:  City Council Meeting Minutes September 8, 2025) 



In 2024, Emily Blanks voted against increasing Revenue Neutral Rate. 

 
(Source:  City Council Meeting Minutes August 26, 2024) 

Blanks voted to increase a sales tax when she voted to increase the Guest 
Tax rate to 8% in Bonner Springs. 

 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, June 23, 2025) 



Emily Blanks voted to spend $30K on an executive search firm designed to 
hire a city manager.   

 

(Source: Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, September 9, 2024) 

Blanks voted to access “Biden Bucks” when she voted for $1.3 Million in 
ARPA grant funding. 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, July 22, 2024) 

Blanks voted to spend over $258K on outdoor lighting for a baseball field. 



 
(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, March 09, 2026) 

In 2024, Blanks voted no on Bonner Springs’ invocation policy. 

 



 
(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes and Agenda Packet, May 28, 2024) 

In May of 2025, Blanks voted to amend the city fee schedule. 



 

In December 2025, Blanks voted to approve the fee schedule. 

 



(Source:  City Council Meeting Minutes December 15, 2025) 

The 2025 fee schedule included a hike on garbage fees 

Fee 2024 2025 Change 

Residential refuse $15.80 $16.65 +5.4% 

(Source: https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/6576/2024-City-Fee-Schedule & 
https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7523/2025-City-Fee-Schedule) 

In April 2026, Blanks vote to approve the city fee schedule 

 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes. April 27, 2026) 

The 2026 fee schedule included a large sewer fee increase of $30 per 
month. 

Fee 2025 2026 

Sewer minimum, 2-inch $37.48 $67.48 

   

The 2026 fee schedule included fees that make it more expensive to build 
a home. 

Fee 2025 2026 Change 

Nonstructural alteration $275 $446 +62% 

Structural alteration $400 $632 +58% 

Structural and egress alteration $500 $866 +73% 

New construction, 0–3,000 sq. ft. $1,200 $1,630 +36% 

New construction, 3,001–5,000 sq. ft. $1,340 $1,792 +34% 

New construction, over 5,001 sq. ft. $1,440 $1,930 +34% 

https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/6576/2024-City-Fee-Schedule
https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7523/2025-City-Fee-Schedule


Fee 2025 2026 Change 

Manufactured-home move-in $175 $350 +100% 

Detached accessory structure $350 $482 +38% 

Portable building $275 $446 +62% 

Modular-home plan review $500 $642 +28% 

Structure relocation $485 $640 +32% 

Above-ground pool $100 $175 +75% 

Electrical permit $100 $175 +75% 

Mechanical permit $100 $175 +75% 

Plumbing permit $100 $175 +75% 

(Source:  https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7523/2025-City-Fee-
Schedule & https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7133/2026-City-Fee-
Schedule) 

   

Emily Blanks voted to keep adult entertainment fees the same from the 
2023 schedule to the 2026 schedule, giving the adult entertainment a 
break for inflation. 

2026 Schedule 

 

(Source:  https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7133/2026-City-Fee-Schedule) 

2025 Schedule 

 

(Source:  https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7523/2025-City-Fee-Schedule) 

2024 Schedule 

https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7523/2025-City-Fee-Schedule
https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7523/2025-City-Fee-Schedule
https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7133/2026-City-Fee-Schedule
https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7133/2026-City-Fee-Schedule
https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7133/2026-City-Fee-Schedule
https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7523/2025-City-Fee-Schedule


 

(Source:  https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/6576/2024-City-Fee-Schedule) 

2023 Schedule 

 

(Source:  https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/7524/2023-City-Fee-Schedule) 

 
In 2026, Blanks voted to purchase Automated License Plate Readers at 
five intersections in Bonner Springs.   

 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes. April 27, 2026) 

Blanks’s 2026 Statement of Substantial Interests also lists Shiner Holding 
Company as an income source, indicating a financial relationship during 
2025. 

https://www.bonnersprings.org/DocumentCenter/View/6576/2024-City-Fee-Schedule


 

(Source:  Kansas Secretary of State, Emily Blanks 2026 Statement of Substantial Interests) 

In 2025, Blanks voted for an ordinance supported by Tracy Shiner and CST 
Sweets. 

 
(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, June 23, 2025) 

Bonner Springs Councilmember Emily Blanks moved the January 26, 2026 
motion authorizing the city to explore a Centennial Park expansion 
proposed by Shiner Holding Company.  

 



At approximately 15:15, Emily Blanks made the motion authorizing the mayor to sign the 
letter of interest. Shannon seconded it. 

At approximately 16:36, Blanks enthusiastically praised the project and the companies 
involved: 

“Our community is just really grateful to you and your companies for coming into Bonner 
and seeing the vision and believing in our downtown…” 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, January 26, 2026 & Video of That Meeting:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWjipezk48k) 

On March 9, however, she did not participate in the vote approving the 
project’s memorandum of understanding because of what the o_icial 
minutes call a “professional conflict of interest.” That MOU committed 
the city to a $400,000 down payment toward purchasing the completed 
park project for as much as $2 million.   Blanks stated that her conflict of 
interest was because “I have recently started doing consulting work for 
Shiner Holdings.” (See her comment at the 1:21:45 Mark) 

 

(Source:  Bonner Springs, City Council Meeting Minutes, March 9, 2026 & Video of Meeting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HzwBzNOFbg) 

The questions became more significant on July 27, when Blanks joined the 
unanimous vote approving the city’s claims. The supporting claims 
register included a $4,500 façade-grant payment to Shiner Holding 
Company and a $250 city credit-card purchase from CST Sweets for the 
Centennial Park groundbreaking.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWjipezk48k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HzwBzNOFbg


 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes & Agenda Packet, July 27, 2026) 

A Facebook post  shows Blanks working for CST Sweets, which is associated with the 
Shiner family. The minutes record no abstention or conflict disclosure by Blanks 
concerning those payments, despite her having acknowledged a professional conflict 
involving Shiner only months earlier. 

 



WAITING FOR VIDEO OF THIS MEETING TO SEE IF BLANKS VOTED.  THIS 
HAS FAVORABLE TERM FOR SHINER HOLDINGS. 

 
(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, August 24, 2026) 

Recently on her City Council Facebook page, Emily Blanks celebrated the 
Bonner Springs public-private partnership with Shiner Holdings. 

 



    Developer Projects 
Bungalows at Bonner Springs: The Bungalows is a proposed 184-unit, single-family rental-
home development on approximately 21.4 acres at 300 S. 130th Street. The developer, 
Cavan Properties/Advanced Acquisitions, is not requesting city incentives, but needed the 
property rezoned from rural and multifamily residential zoning to a planned multifamily 
residential district. On February 23, 2026, the Council sent the proposal back to the 
Planning Commission for additional consideration of traYic and renewed public comment; 
Blanks supported that motion. After the Planning Commission recommended approval, 
Blanks seconded the motion and voted on April 13, 2026, to approve the rezoning and 
preliminary development plan. The measure passed 6–1, with Councilmember McMahan 
dissenting, and became Ordinance No. 2612. This was approval of the zoning and 
preliminary plan—not final approval of the project’s plat.  

 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council, April 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes & Bonner 
Springs Bungalows at Bonner Springs project description) 

The proposal drew pointed public comment. Greg Gibson, of Deerfield Village, said the 
project was too large for the site and cited what he called "186 rental units in that small 
space" as "way too many," arguing the layout left only about 10 feet between many 
buildings and would overwhelm nearby residential streets. Several neighbors raised traYic 
concerns focused on the K-7/Kansas Avenue intersection and the proposed Davis Avenue 
access. "How will they like this increase in traYic?" Gibson asked, and other residents said 
the intersection already experiences long delays. 

(Source:  https://citizenportal.ai/articles/8545638/kansas/school-boards/bonner-springs/developer-proposes-184-
build-to-rent-bungalows-near-i-70-in-bonner-springs-residents-raise-traZic-density-and-safety-concerns) 

Brad Landers, 333 S. 132nd Terrace, objected that proposed units would be only about ten 
feet from his property line and said density was his biggest concern. 

Gregg Gibson, 13116 Heritage Drive, called the development too dense and warned it 
would worsen the already diYicult traYic around K-7 and Kansas Avenue. 

(Source:  Bonner Springs Planning Commission Meeting Minutes, March 17, 2026) 

https://www.bonnersprings.org/1255/Current-Development-Projects
https://www.bonnersprings.org/1255/Current-Development-Projects
https://citizenportal.ai/articles/8545638/kansas/school-boards/bonner-springs/developer-proposes-184-build-to-rent-bungalows-near-i-70-in-bonner-springs-residents-raise-traffic-density-and-safety-concerns
https://citizenportal.ai/articles/8545638/kansas/school-boards/bonner-springs/developer-proposes-184-build-to-rent-bungalows-near-i-70-in-bonner-springs-residents-raise-traffic-density-and-safety-concerns


 

Emily Blanks voted to approve the development agreement for a $539 
million Mattel theme-park project backed by more than $221 million in tax 
incentives—including $175 million in STAR bonds, a 20-year TIF and a new 
2% sales-tax district.   

 
(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, October 13, 2025) 

Article about the project where an expert argues it is a risky project. 

Bonner Springs is giving more than $200 million of tax incentives for Mattel Adventure Park. City oAicials say it 
will boost the local tax revenues. But a public finance expert says the deal will mostly cost the state. 

A theme park spotlighting famous toys including the Barbie brand and Hot Wheels is slated to come to Kansas 
powered by the state’s sales tax incentive for major developments. 

Bonner Springs oAicials in October approved a large tax incentive package to help the $540 million 
development of Mattel Adventure Park in Wyandotte County. 

The park will be built near an entertainment district in Kansas City, Kansas. That area already features 
shopping and sports venues, and it will likely be the new home of the Kansas City Chiefs new $3 billion 
stadium. 

But Zach Mohr, a public finance expert at the University of Kansas, said these kinds of major developments 
are still tying up the state’s future revenue…………. 

……………….But the cost for the project must come from somewhere, and that will likely be diverting money 
from the state’s pocketbook. 

https://www.kcur.org/politics-elections-and-government/2025-12-22/kansas-city-chiefs-star-bonds-approval
https://www.kcur.org/politics-elections-and-government/2025-12-22/kansas-city-chiefs-star-bonds-approval


Mohr, an associate professor for the University of Kansas School of Public AAairs, said the state levies its 
sales tax at a higher rate than any one community, meaning its chunk of the tax will mostly cover the bond 
cost. 

But the state is already on the hook for several other STAR bond projects. 

The park may inspire visitors to purchase more toys made by Mattel, which would lead to an increase in sales 
tax revenue to help pay for the project. But the other projects have added to the state’s future costs. 

The Kansas Department of Commerce reported last year that the state is paying oA hundreds of millions of 
bonds for various projects throughout the state. Mohr said the state may soon hit a tipping point. 

“Are we going to be able to continue to sustain projects not only of that size, but even larger?” he said. “I think 
that’s a real unknown.” 

Mohr said the tax incentive’s ability to capture increased sales tax may soon be outdated. He noted that the 
idea of the projects is to create more economic activity in the area around the projects. 

But more consumers are turning to online shopping. That could lead to a significant number of theme parks 
visitors to purchase things like toys online — possibly even after they’ve already left the state. 

That would result in Kansas missing out some of the expected increase in sales tax revenue. 

“There is a lot of risk with all of these projects,” Mohr said. 

(Source:  https://lawrencekstimes.com/2025/12/26/mattel-star-
bond/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUUWTdwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMUpHYWZZeU80VU1LeFVTUW
NzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeY8dsOKROt7WCs0VylBoONwMlqa-
OBQij5mU5qohYzWpLvt2pOawExQCpHQM_aem_Nnpwzskf228mWeamFlVWUw) 

Other Tax Incentives for Multi-Family/Apartment Developers 

Blanks voted for tax breaks for apartment developers such as: 

Westgate TIF District: The Westgate TIF was originally created for a 
proposed $130 million mixed-use development that included 180 
apartments, 181 attached villas and a 150-unit assisted-living facility, 
along with a hotel and commercial space. A TIF redirects part of the new 
property-tax revenue generated by development to reimburse eligible 
project costs. On April 14, 2025, Blanks seconded the unanimous 
ordinance expanding the district to align it more closely with the 
Destination KCK/STAR Bond area. Therefore, Westgate originally involved 
substantial multifamily and rental housing, but Blanks’s specific 2025 
vote expanded the broader incentive district—it did not independently 
approve or finance a new apartment project. 

https://spaa.ku.edu/people/zachary-mohr
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2024_STAR-Bonds-Annual-Report-FINAL.pdf
https://lawrencekstimes.com/2025/12/26/mattel-star-bond/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUUWTdwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMUpHYWZZeU80VU1LeFVTUWNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeY8dsOKROt7WCs0VylBoONwMlqa-OBQij5mU5qohYzWpLvt2pOawExQCpHQM_aem_Nnpwzskf228mWeamFlVWUw
https://lawrencekstimes.com/2025/12/26/mattel-star-bond/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUUWTdwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMUpHYWZZeU80VU1LeFVTUWNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeY8dsOKROt7WCs0VylBoONwMlqa-OBQij5mU5qohYzWpLvt2pOawExQCpHQM_aem_Nnpwzskf228mWeamFlVWUw
https://lawrencekstimes.com/2025/12/26/mattel-star-bond/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUUWTdwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMUpHYWZZeU80VU1LeFVTUWNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeY8dsOKROt7WCs0VylBoONwMlqa-OBQij5mU5qohYzWpLvt2pOawExQCpHQM_aem_Nnpwzskf228mWeamFlVWUw
https://lawrencekstimes.com/2025/12/26/mattel-star-bond/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUUWTdwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMUpHYWZZeU80VU1LeFVTUWNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeY8dsOKROt7WCs0VylBoONwMlqa-OBQij5mU5qohYzWpLvt2pOawExQCpHQM_aem_Nnpwzskf228mWeamFlVWUw


Sandstone Townhomes RHID: Sandstone was a direct multifamily housing 
incentive for 140 market-rate rental townhomes developed by River Bend 
Land Company. Its RHID allows increased property-tax revenue produced 
by the development to be used to reimburse eligible public-infrastructure 
expenses, such as streets, utilities and related improvements. On April 
14, 2025, Blanks personally moved to approve the amended and restated 
RHID development agreement, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, April 14, 2025) 

Neighborhood Revitalization Plan No. 7: Plan No. 7 established a citywide property-tax 
rebate program rather than approving an incentive for one named developer. Blanks 
seconded the motion scheduling its hearing and joined the unanimous October 13, 
2025 vote adopting it. The plan specifically makes multifamily and duplex 
developments valued at $230,000 or more eligible for a 50% rebate on the increased 
property taxes for five years; qualifying senior-housing developments can receive a 
75% rebate for ten years. 

 
(Source:  Bonner Springs City Council Meeting Minutes, October 13, 2025) 



Social Media 

Emily Blanks uses “She/Her” pronouns. 
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